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Area prescribe burnt by CALM (now DEC) and area burnt in wildfires in the 

South-West (Swan, South-West and Warren Forest Regions) 1994- 2010

1 These figures include silviculture burns in native forests and plantations.

2 These figures include wildfires on private property and Unallocated Crown Land attended and monitored by DEC.

3 DEC aims to prescribe burn 200,000 ha in the South-West every year. It does not count the area burnt in wildfires towards the 

target figure.  If the area burnt in wildfires is included, DEC has met its target in nine out of the last 16 years.



Sussex burn – April 2011
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Escaped prescribed burn in Leeuwin 

Naturaliste National Park April 2006



Smoke from a prescribed burn in Bottlebrush block 

blanketing a farm near Nannup
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Stockpile of mainly old growth logs unsuitable 

for sawmilling because of internal defects 



Several thousand years of accumulated organic matter 

burnt to bare mineral earth by an escaped prescribed burn



Verge repeatedly burnt now covered with highly 

flammable tambooki grass and no native vegetation



Wildfire that stopped in a pine plantation, 

presumably because of a wind change 



Summary of reasons large-scale repeated 

frequent prescribed burning is undesirable.

• It kills wildlife, including many endangered species, and 
destroys their habitat, and makes wildlife more 
vulnerable to fox and cat predation.

• It removes native species that are not able to tolerate 
frequent burning.

• It encourages weeds and fire-prone regrowth and 
reduces moisture, making forests and bushlands more 
fire-prone, not less.

• A target of 200,00 ha/yr encourages burning on a scale 
that cannot be adequately managed, thereby creating 
risk to firefighters, communities and property through 
escapes, especially when prescribed burns are lit during 
periods of high fire danger.

• It has adverse health and economic impacts via smoke.
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