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M Area prescribe burnt by CALM (now DEC) and area burnt in wildfires in the
- } South-West (Swan, South-West and Warren Forest Regions) 1994- 2010
b ' ~

l-'c..'{ CALM/DEC Area (ha) of Area (ha) Total area burnt

: “| Annual prescribed burns' | of wildfires® prescribed burns and

- Report wildfires”

e [ 1994-1995 225,716 29,051 254,767

- 1995-1996 233,758 10,101 243,859
1996-1997 210,606 18,443 229,049
1997-1998 167,151 76,798 243,949
1998-1999 98.117 9,148 107,265
1999-2000 174,455 10,866 185,321
2000-2001 87,866 14,647 102,513
2001-2002 74,739 18,989 93,728
2002-2003 144,835 139,744 284,579
2003-2004 192,119 22,226 214,345
2004-2005 213,102 50,569 263,671
2005-2006 194,105 21,905 216,010
2006-2007 138,602 31,774 170,376
2007-2008 143,681 9,862 153,543
2008-2009 151.818 23,910 175.728
2009-2010 212,017 47,380 259,397

-
N —

1 These figures include silviculture burns in native forests and plantations.
2 These figures include wildfires on private property and Unallocated Crown Land attended and monitored by DEC.
3 DEC aims to prescribe burn 200,000 ha in the South-West every year. It does not count the area burnt in wildfires towards the

target figure. If the area burnt in wildfires is included, DEC has met its target in nine out of the last 16 years.
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4 BUNBURY HERALD, Tuesday, April 19, 2071

Firefighters tend to Benger Swamp Nature Re as it burns out

o

Experiment

By HAYDN TUIA

AN experimental burn by the De-
partment of Environment and Con-
servation re-ignited to rage out of
control at the weekend rhreatening
homes and burning about 360ha
around Benger Swamp Nature Re-
serve,

Ninety firefightess battled the fi-
re supported by three fixed wing
water bombers, a helicopter and 24
bushfire appliances and five heavy
earthmoving vehicles.

A number of kangarooy died
fromy heat exposure and three quar-

ters of the reserve which is bome to
the critically-listed Australasian
Bittern went up in flames.

The fire was reported at 10.20am
on Saturday and grew quickly to
threaten homes and South Western
Mighway a5 it burned 24ha of pri-
vate property causing damage to
crops. and fences.

A 3ha burn was conducted by the
DEC near the site on Thursday
which had been mopped up and k-
sted as safe following a Saturday
morning inspection completed, at
0. 30am.

of conroi an Saturday. PICTUSIE.

GEULWEILER

goes wrong

District manager for the Welling-
ton district Drew Griffiths said the
DEC would conduct a full assess-
ment of the damage and make re-
pairs,

“We're putting our hand up o
gay it looks like it's come from our
burn unfortunately and we'll be
looking at ourselves very carefully
1o see how we missed that and then
make sue we put things in place 50
that dossn't happen again,” Mr
Griffiths sald,

Fire créews remalned in the aréa

until Sunday as they struggled o
contain intenss flames,

Benger daicy farmer Michael
Gitrmelli watched the fire from his
property fust S00m away,

“It was very strange because the
fire was actunlly heading in 2 north-
west direct ven though the
wind was coming from that way — I
fruess there wits so much fuel down
there that it had a mind of its own.™
Mz Giurnell§ said.

v1f the wind were to have
changed we would have been inthe
manire.™

e
Benger
Swamp
Nature
Reserve



Wiltshire Butler National Park “%
burn — October 2010
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Verge repeatedly burnt now covered with highly

— flammable tambooki grass and no native vegetation
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Summary of reasons large-scale repeated

frequent prescrlbed burnlng IS undeswable

A ! i = ..
It Kills W|IdI|fe Including many endangered species, and
destroys their habitat, and makes wildlife more
vulnerable to fox and cat predation.

It removes native species that are not able to tolerate
frequent burning.

It encourages weeds and fire-prone regrowth and
reduces moisture, making forests and bushlands more
fire-prone, not less.

A target of 200,00 ha/yr encourages burning on a scale
that cannot be adequately managed, thereby creating
risk to firefighters, communities and property through
escapes, especially when prescribed burns are lit during
periods of high fire danger.

It has adverse health and economic impacts via smoke.
- R -ty
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