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Air quality key points
Any process that emits smoke, vapours or dust is a potential source of air pollution.

Spray-painting is a potential 
source of air pollution in the 
form of fumes, vapours and 
spray drift.

Sandblasting is a 
potential source of air 
pollution in the form 
of dust and sand.Investigate less toxic 

alternatives to materials 
that you’re currently using.

Use appropriate extraction and filtration 
systems, such as spray booths.

Burning materials that emit  
visible smoke is prohibited.

Keep solvent and paint containers 
sealed to prevent evaporation.



Air quality is a key environmental concern for the community. Air pollution can adversely 
affect human health and the environment.

What is air pollution?
Air pollution occurs when pollutants are emitted into the air from various sources. These 
include:
➔	 Combustion of wood and fossil fuels (e.g. coal, petrol, diesel).
➔	 The release of fumes and odours from industrial processes (e.g. welding, 

oxyacetylene cutting and the use of solvents, paints and cleaning fluids).
➔	 Dust emissions from mechanical processes (e.g. sandblasting, woodworking, 

metal grinding and cutting).

Air quality standards
➔	 The Environmental Protection Act 1986 deals with pollutants and air quality.
➔	 Burning certain materials that cause visible smoke is prohibited (e.g. burning 

paint, cables, rubber, plastic or tyres).
➔	 The Department of Health and the Department of Environment and Conservation 

monitor air quality on a routine basis and also in response to pollution reports 
and incidents.

What can you do to minimise air pollution?
➔	 Investigate the availability of less toxic materials to replace those currently used.
➔	 Ensure an appropriate extraction and filtration system is installed  

(e.g. spray booth, dust extractor, fume hoods, cyclone, etc). 
➔	 Regularly check and service the extraction and filtration system.
➔	 Keep solvent containers sealed to prevent evaporation and odour emission.

Spray Booths need to comply with
➔	 Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 and Occupational Safety and 

Health Regs 1996. See Work Safe WA Spray Painting Code of Practice and 
Aust Std  4114. 

Air quality complaints
Complaints regarding poor air quality are mainly dealt with by Local Government 
Environmental Health Officers. Licensed industrial premises are regulated 
by the Department of Environment.
For more information:
➔	 Your Local Government – Environmental Health Section
➔	 Department of Environment and Conservation – 6467 5000
➔	 Yellow Pages under: 

Air pollution control equipment 
Dust and fume control equipment

Check out other Information Sheets in this series.

Air pollution 
can adversely 
affect human 
health and the 
environment
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These information sheets have been produced by Perth Region NRM in consultation with our partners.  
Call (08) 9374 3333 or check out our website at www.perthregionnrm.com

©Copyright: Copyright of this material is owned by Perth Region NRM.   Apart from :fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism or review; and 
as permitted under relevant copyright legislation; no part may be reproduced or used for any commercial purposes whatsoever. However, in keeping with Perth 
Region NRM’s commitment to encourage the availability, dissemination and exchange of information, you are welcome to reproduce this material for personal, in-
house or non-commercial use, without obtaining formal permission of Perth Region NRM and without charge, providing the source is acknowledged. 

Disclaimer: These materials are provided voluntarily by Perth Region NRM as a public service. The information contained in them is provided for general 
guidance. Whilst the information is intended to be of general assistance, it is not intended as, and should not be relied upon as, professional advice to any person 
or organisation. You should make your own inquiries as to the appropriateness and suitability of the information for your particular circumstances. Although Perth 
Region NRM has made every effort to ensure that the material provided is complete, current, reliable and free from error, neither Perth Region NRM nor any of its 
officers, employees or volunteers warrant or make any other representation about the accuracy, adequacy or completeness of the information.


