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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
(Of which sone notice has been given)

Tuesday, 15 March 2011

Hon Sally Talbot to the Minisier representing the Minister for Environment.

1.

1s the Minister aware that a recent report by the Conservation Commission
found that poor management and systemic failings by DEC have hastened the
spread of dieback in WA?

Is the Minister satisfied that DEC's monitoring of activities involving soil
disturbance 1s adequate?

What measures does the Department of Environment and Conservation use to
protect areas that are dieback free from the threat posed by the movement of
soil from infected areas, the spread of dieback during fire management and the
use of gravel that is contaminated?

When were DEC's besi practice guidelines for the management of dieback last
updated?

How much did the Government spend in 2008/09 and 2009/10 on dieback
eradication and protection programs in the Fitzgerald River National Park?

When did the Dieback Consultative Council last meet?
When did the Dieback Response Group last meet?

Does the Minister consider that his powers to prosecute a person or company
whose actions result in the spread of dieback are sufficient?

i thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question,

1. — 3. Tam aware of the Conservation Commission's report and the Department of Environment
and Conservation's (DEC) response. DEC is strengthening measures to manage dieback,
including upgrading management{ procedures; upgrading dieback hygiene protocols and
facilities; improving staff training and awareness; and continuing research aimed at
developing new control techniques.



DEC continues to improve its systems as part of 1ts own ongoing performance and in
response fo the challenges identified by the Conservation Commission.

The State Government has recognised that dieback is a prionty and has allocated $1.6
million to DEC and South Coast Natural Resource Management for the project "Dieback
Eradication Fitzgerald River National Park and Urgent Dieback Protection Actions”.

The best practice gutdelines are currently being updated. They were last updated in 1998.

DEC expended over $450,000 in direct actions i the Fitzgerald River National Park in
2008/09 and over $350,000 in 2009/10. This was in addition to the $1.6 million allocated
over the 2009/10 and 2010/11 financial years and does not include normal park
management activities, such as road maintenance and closures, which are directed toward
dieback management to a significant degree.

QOctober 2010.

The Dieback Response Group has been replaced by an informal dieback coordination
group with representation from DEC, the Centre for Phytophthora Science and
Management at Murdoch University, the Dieback Working Group, Perth NRM Inc and
the NRM-fimded Project Dieback. The group last met mm August 2010 and has progressed
a number of initiatives including the development of the priority protection areas concept
across the south-west.

Yes.
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